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✓Kennedy Backs • 



On Loose Talk 


Many Members of 
Congress Agree 
That ‘Silence Is 
Golden’ 


By FRANK CORMIER 

i , WASHINGTON, MarcliXXAP) 

; • Rcpjc.e§pjiwtive . George Ma- 
j h on’s Bepiaria in theTlbuse yes- 
terday that public officials keep 
■ quiet about .. American intelli- 
gence activities .--was welcomed 
by President Kennedy. Many 
members of Cdjfgress agreed that 
“silence is amaen." ■ 

Th® Pr^ffl^ijt, it was learned 
eased by the Tex- ■ 



1 used limes members fit Co n- 
gr<“ :i will he particular»y r c’sfre- 
tuf about what they say,.% ; te)i.d.., 
Representative Frances P/'fet." 
ton of Ohio, top -Repuhlicifh ’biL 
lire House foreign Affnifs'ttrtn'- 


speecb. White mittee. \~'i 

4s: ’ ^aid, . however, : “We must excrHise dirfcVetion • 
acted on his own! in these matters,” said ’Repre- 
' initiative and, that Mr. Kennedy ; sentative Ben F. Jensen of Iowa, ; 
had no foreknowledge of the at- 1 senior Republican on the Appro- i 
lack oh loose /alk. 'priationg Committee. '■None of 

Mahon, cbafin^h of the House us should be responsible (or giv* 
defense dpprpjfeTafious subcom-; ing aid and Comfort, io the Com- 
- mlttee, »'al|id, J^^fcials in Mos-S 
cow, Peking and Havana must 


applaud ' our stupidity in an- 
nouncing publicly facts which 
they; would gladly spend huge 
sums'; of inoney endeavoring to 
obtain.” •• 

HE GAVE no specific ex- 
amples and said the executive ! 
branch and the legislative. Re- 
publicans and Democrats alike, 
“must share the blame” for 
“making us die laughing stock 
: of the world.” 


munists by loose talk.” _ \ 

Mahon, Mrs. Bolton and Jen- 
sen are on committees which re 
ceive much classified and top- 
secret information about intelli- 
gence operations. 

Assistant Senate Democratic 
majority leader Hu bon II. 
i Humphrey of Minnesota sug- 
gested in. a Senate speech that 
a new joint committee on na- 
tional security affairs be estab- 
lished with' legislative jurisdic- 

OVPr all Onvornmonf IntftlOP 


Mahon, who has been handling r ge Me V a e gencie? Vernnient 
defense secrets for more than iSj a sbdidjtp - , 

20 years as a member of the K™' 

military appropriations subcom- 


mittee, demanded an end to tlie 
loose talk which he said is doing j 
'‘outrageous and intolerable” 1 
damage to United States intel- 
ligence efforts. 


Keating 

(Repl), New York, who repeat- 
edly has .charged the Kennedy 
Administration with understat- 
ing the extent of the Cuban 
arms buildup, said, “Any steps 
j Secessary to protect our national 
In expressing agreement with Security will have my support 
, Mahon, Senate Democratic ma- | Any attempt to suppress in- 
; jorUy leader Mike Mansfield of formation simply to avoid em- 
: Montana ; said, “I feel that , barrassrqent to government offi- 
! there’s too much intelligence' ' * 

given Senator H enry M. 

•f^fe8^L.,,(|? ( eimL*^Washington, 

I toltfareporter.”* yi SrsH ould heed 
the admonition that silence is 
j the golden niig of intelligence.’ 

1 ..$01 HOUSE side, Ma- 
I Iion’f; Speech brought a biparti- 
j san plea to try to stop the 


cials deserves no such consider- 1 
ation. ,,, . ; 

isicjgifue j[K the debate 



adopt 

threat in this hemispheric wr 
need the facts to determine a 
longue wagging as far as Con- i policy, but w e dcu yk jeed . to 
gress is concerned. [ compromise mMTigunpe opera 

“t hope that during these con- 1 tions 
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